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ABSTRACT

The early history of foreign Protestant missionaries in Korea has begun in the late 19th century,
when they came to work as professionals such as teachers, medical doctors, etc. as the nation
opened its door to western culture with the fall of national isolationism. Their records are considered
crucial resources that enable us to shed new light on modern Korean history, politics, economy
and society beyond mere religious value. Despite the recognition of such historic value of early
missionary resources, however, there has been serious lacking of a systematic attempt to develop
policies and plans for making it easy to collect, preserve and access the resources. Up to date,
the records of early Protestant missionaries, in diverse forms of mission reports, books, periodicals,
personal diaries, letters and photos, are scattered around various places, including their home
country churches, governments, libraries, museums, research institutes and homes. Therefore,
this research aims at providing basic resources on the archival status of early Protestant
missionaries in Korea, needed for developing a sustainable and systematic digital archive system,
through the investigation of early foreign missionaries resources and in-depth interviews of
experts. The study covers the period of 1800s to 1910, that is from the beginning of Protestant
missionaries entering into Korea until the start of the Japanese annexation in 1910.
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