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ABSTRACT

As interdisciplinary research has been dominant in various fields, the purpose of this
study is to analyze the relationship between interdisciplinarity and research impact in
the field of Library and Information Science. For a data set, ten journals ranked as the
top of 2011 JCR's in terms of JIF (Journal Impact Factor) were selected. The citation
data of 1,873 articles from the ten journals were collected from the WoS during the period
from 2006 to 2010. In order to achieve the purpose of this study, as network analysis was
conducted to investigate the interdisciplinarity of LIS field, interdisciplinarity indicators,
and research impact factors were statistically analyzed. The findings of this study confirmed
the interdisciplinary knowledge structure of the LIS field as previous studies identified.
More importantly, this study demonstrated that a positive correlation existed between
interdisciplinarity represented as betweenness centrality and research impact.
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